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CYNGOR CYMUNED YR YSTOG
CHURCHSTOKE COMMUNITY COUNCIL

E J Humphreys MA Oxf, BA(Hons) Community Governance, FSLCC
Clerc i'r Cyngor | Clerk to the Council

2 Rowes Terrace, Plough Bank, Montgomery, Powys, SY15 6QD.

MINUTES of COUNCIL ORDINARY BUSINESS MEETING
on Thursday 18" December 2025 at 7.30pm
at Churchstoke Community Hall and remotely on Zoom-Pro platform.

1.0 Welcome, Attendance, Apologies for Absence and Remote Meeting
Etiquette: to record attendance, to receive, and resolve if desired, to approve
absence(s), and to remind attendees to show civility and respect to all,
throughout the meeting in line with the obligations of the Code of Conduct.

Attendance at the hall: Clir E Evans, Clir M J Jones (Chair), Clir R K McLintock,
ClIr A Richards, Clir B L Smith, Clir C P Smith.

Attendance online: None.

The Chair welcomed all, to the meeting, and reminded attendees to show
civility and respect to all throughout the meeting.

Apoloagies for absence approved by Council: None.

Apologies for absence received reported to Council: Clir D Bebb, Clir J Jones,
Clir M A Whittall, Clir D N Yapp.

Apologies for absence received not reported to Council: None.

Other Members Absent: None.

In attendance: E J Humphreys (Clerk to the Council).

2.0 Declarations of Members’ Interests and Dispensations: to receive
declarations of interest from Members in accordance with Part Il of the Local
Government Act 2000, which established the Local Government Code of
Conduct for Members, and to note Members’ dispensations. Members are
asked to submit any declaration forms to the Clerk (papers 2a-b previously
circulated).

Members declared personal/ prejudicial interests at the start/ during the
meeting as follows:

T ltem Councillor Nature of Declaration
Number
Plannin Personal & prejudicial interest
8.5.2 ning A Richards in application 24/1845/FUL
Applications . .
working for the applicant
Planning Personal & prejudicial interest
8.5.2 Applications M J Jones in application 25/1725/HH
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3.0

4.0

5.0
5.1

5.2

Public Participation: to receive members of the public who wish to address
the council in respect of any item of business included in the agenda. Any
member of the public wishing to speak must notify the Clerk by email to
clerk@churchstoke.org or telephone 01686-668790 or in person, no later than
15 minutes prior to the start of the meeting. Members of the public addressing
the council are asked to respect matters of confidentiality and privacy.

None.

Guest: Cty CliIr Sian Cox: to present on the Sustainable Powys programme and
to discuss ideas on how to develop the county council's engagement with
community councils in ways that work for Churchstoke.

The Clerk reported that Cty Clir Cox has been delayed due to road conditions
and the meeting continued with next business.

Electoral & Governance Matters

Vacancy Hyssington Ward: to note from the office of the returning officer that
the deadline for calling an election is 29" Dec’25.

The Clerk reported from the office of the returning officer that the deadline for
electors to call an election is 29" Dec’25.

Co-Option to Vacancy: Hyssington Ward: to receive expression(s) of interest, if
any, and to resolve to co-opt to the vacancy.

The Chair reminded Council of the vacancies remaining after the elections 5%
May’22 and the Council’s Notice of Co-Option. Members and the Clerk
reported no further expressions of interest have been received.

Clir B L Smith joined the meeting at this point.
Clir C P Smith joined the meeting at this point.

6.0
6.1

6.2

7.0

Minutes of Previous Meetings

To approve & sign the minutes as a correct record of the Ordinary Business
Meeting 27t November 2025 (paper 6.1 previously circulated).

The minutes of the Ordinary Business Meeting 27" November 2025 were
reviewed.

RESOLVED
The minutes of the Ordinary Business Meeting 27" November 2025 are
approved and signed as a correct record with one typographical correction,
e Item 5.0, reference to the October meeting should indicate 30" Oct’'25
not 27t QOct.

To report, for information purposes only, matters arising from the minutes of the
Ordinary Business Meeting 27" November 2025.
None.

County Councillor & County Council Report: to welcome the local county
councillor and to receive updates and exchange information on county council
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matters insofar as they affect the Churchstoke community as follows (paper 7
previously circulated).
In the absence of Cty Clir D Bebb the Chair referred Members to the written
report which highlighted,
e Streetlights and zebra crossing beacon
e Flooding between Churchstoke and the junction for Hurdley on 8t
Dec’25.

8.0 Planning & Building Control
8.1 Planning & Building Control General Correspondence:
8.1.1  Planning Aid Wales: to receive, if any, the latest planning news and
training opportunities.
None.

8.1.2 To receive and circulate for information such other planning and
building control correspondence as will be brought to the attention of
the council by the Clerk.

None.

8.2 Powys CC Planning Decisions: to report notifications from Powys CC of
planning decisions in the community council area, if any.

Ref. Site IPowys CC Decision

None

8.3 Planning Inspectorate Appeals: Notices of Appeals to receive & resolve
responses to Notices of Planning Appeals including but not limited to those
listed below. Later Notices may be considered at the discretion of the Chair.

Ref. |Appellant ISite [Description

None

8.4 Pre-application Consultations by Developers: to receive & resolve responses to
pre-application consultations by developers including but not limited to those
listed below. Later applications may be considered at the discretion of the
Chair.

Ref. |Appellant [Site [Description

None

8.5 Planning Applications:
8.5.1  To receive, for information, representations regarding planning
applications.
None.

8.5.2 To receive & resolve responses to consultations (full application(s)
detail(s) at http://pa.powys.gov.uk/online-applications/?lang=EN)
including but not limited to those listed below. Later applications may
be considered at the discretion of the Chair.

The Chairman referred Council to the consultations.

Declaration of Members’ Interests
e ClIr A Richards having declared a personal and prejudicial interest
in application 24/1845/FUL left the meeting for this item.
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e ClIr M J Jones having declared a personal and prejudicial interest in
application 25/1725/HH left the meeting, and the Vice-Chair Clir R K
McLintock took the Chair for this item.

RESOLVED
CCC responds to consultation on planning applications as follows,
Ref. Applicant Site Description rec.
25/1685/HH |Mr & Mrs G Thomas, |Tan Y Bryn, Proposed side S
Tan Y Bryn, Churchstoke, extension
Churchstoke
24/1845/FUL |Mr lain Stott, Amber |Craigfryn/Blaxlands|To demolish 9 poultry | S
Real Estate Farms, Snead buildings and replace
Investment Ltd, 9 with 4 breeder houses
Colmore Row, on one farm together
Birmingham with associated works
25/1725/HH |Mr & Mrs E O’Shea, |Pentre Willey, Side extension and S
Pentre Willey, Churchstoke decking with some
Churchstoke existing demolition

Action — Clerk to process

8.6 Applications for Works to Trees Subject to Tree Preservation Order or in a
Conservation Area — to receive & resolve responses to consultations including
but not limited to those listed below. Later applications may be considered at
the discretion of the Chair.

Ref. Applicant Site [Description rec.

None

8.7 Planning Enforcement:

8.7.1  From other bodies to CCC: to report for information, planning
enforcement matters within the community as will be brought to the
attention of the council by the Clerk.

None.

8.7.2 From CCC to Powys CC: to report planning enforcement matters within
the community.

The Chair invited Members to bring forward planning enforcement
matters within the community for the attention of the planning authority.
None.

9.0 Recreation: Playground: Safety Inspection 2025: to receive and resolve on

the inspection report (paper 9 previously circulated).

Council received the report of the playground inspection (undertaken 27t
Aug’26 showing equipment risk scores as very low, low, or medium with some
remedial tasks.

RESOLVED
CCC notes the recommendations in the report and authorises the Clerk to
commission appropriate cost-effective repairs.

Action — Clerk to process
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10.0 Representatives to Outside Bodies: to receive reports for information, if any,
from representatives to other outside bodies.

None.

11.0 Consultations & Engagements
11.1 Powys CC: Powys Budget Survey Launched: to receive the survey closing 4"

Jan’26 and to resolve a response if desired (papers 11.1a-b previously

circulated).

The Clerk reported the budget survey closing 4" Jan’26.

11.2 Dyfed Powys Police & Crime Commissioner: Police Precept: to receive the
survey closing 5" Jan’26 and to resolve a response if desired (papers 11.1a-c
previously circulated).

The Clerk reported the budget survey closing 5" Jan’26.

12.0 Finance and Assets
12.1 Finance Specific Correspondence: to circulate for information such financial
correspondence, if any, as will be brought to the attention of the council by the

Clerk.
None.

12.2 Financial Year 2026-27: Budget Preparation: to receive, and resolve if desired,
on the 2" draft budget (paper 12.2 previously circulated).
The Chair referred Council to the 2" draft budget for 2026-27. The Clerk
highlighted there are no changes since the 15t draft and reminded Members
that the council must resolve the final budget in Jan’26 to meet the billing
deadline at Powys CC.

Action — for Jan meeting

12.3 Items Received Since Last Meeting: to report for information.
The Clerk reported items received since the last meetings as follows:

Payer Description £
NatWest Bank Gross interest Nov'25 17.86
R G Peate Funeral Services | Cemetery ashes interment fee plot 493 190.00
Total | 207.86
12.4 ltems for Payment: to resolve to approve items for payment as follows.
The Chair referred Members to the items listed for payment.
RESOLVED
CCC authorises payments as follows:
Chq | Payee Description fex vat £vat £total
1749 | Powys CC Cemetery bins Oct’25 24.56 0.00 24.56
1750 | Powys CC Rec field bin Oct’25 20.20 0.00 20.20
1751 | Powys CC Cemetery bin Nov’25 20.20 0.00 20.20
1752 | Powys CC Rec field bin Nov’25 20.20 0.00 20.20
1753 | AV oV & PAYE & NI 2025-26 Q3 |  619.35|  0.00| 619.35
ustoms
Total authorised for payment 704.51 0.00 704.51
To report items previously authorised for payment
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pp | fublic Works | by around loan #20 1,525.25 | 0.00 | 1,525.25
Loans Board

1754 | E J Humphreys | Clerk net salary Dec’25 As employment contract

Action — Clerk to process

12.5 Financial Balances: Consolidated Bank Balances: to report consolidated
balances to date after transfers, receipts & payments.
The Clerk reported on gross, ring-fenced funds & net available bank balances

as follows:
Item Current acc. £ | Reserve acc. £
Gross balances 1,000.00 13,064.98
Less consolidated ring-fenced funds 0.00 7,289.07
Net balances available 1,000.00 5,997.91

13.0 Highways, Rights of Way & Watercourses

13.1 Highways: to receive for information notifications & diversion maps for works
already actioned or to be actioned.
None.

13.2 Highways: to receive for information such other items of highways and rights of
way correspondence as will be brought be brought to the attention of the
council by the Clerk.

None.

13.3 Rights of Way: to receive for information such items of rights of way
correspondence, if any, as will be brought be brought to the attention of the
council by the Clerk.

None.

13.4 Watercourses: Natural Resources Wales: to receive for information such items
of watercourses correspondence, if any, as will be brought be brought to the
attention of the council by the Clerk (in. paper 13.4 previously circulated).
Council received interim information from Natural Resources Wales replying to
CCC's report at its 25" Sep’25 meeting indicating NRW’s permissive powers
under the Water Resources Act to undertake works and manage flood risk.

13.5 Reports from CCC to Powys CC/ Shropshire Council: to report and resolve if
desired, highways/ rights of way maintenance matters, if any.
The Chair invited Members to bring forward matters for the attention of the
highways authorities.

RESOLVED
CCC reports for the attention of the highways authorities as follows,
a) A489: near the Blue Bell: potholes
b) B4385: Blue Bell towards Little Brompton: potholes.
Action — Clerk to process

14.0 Correspondence, Feedback and Invitations
14.1 One Voice Wales (OVW)/ Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC)
14.1.1 OVW: Training: to receive training dates Jan-Mar’25 (paper 14.1.1a-b
previously circulated).
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14.1.2

14.1.3

Council received the OVW training schedule, and the Clerk reminded
Members attendance has at a previous meeting already been resolved
as an approved duty and invited Members to inform if they wish to
attend.

Action — Members to inform Clerk

SLCC: Practitioners Conference 2026: to receive details and to
endorse attendance by the Clerk at the online conference Jan’26 by
way of continuous professional development and keeping up to date
with sector issues & good practice, and to reclaim part funding from the
Welsh Government training bursary scheme (papers 14.1.2a-b
previously circulated).

The Clerk reported details and agenda for the event.

RESOLVED
CCC endorses attendance by the Clerk at the online conference Jan’26
by way of continuous professional development and keeping up to date
with sector issues & good practice, and to reclaim part funding from the
Welsh Government training bursary scheme.

Action — Clerk to process

To receive and circulate for information such other items of OVW/
SLCC correspondence as will be brought be brought to the attention of
the council by the Clerk.
The Clerk reported other OVW/SLCC correspondence, highlighting
certain items, which will be circulated electronically post meeting where
electronic copies are available, and set out in appendix 1.

Action — Clerk to process

14.2 General Correspondence

14.2.1

14.2.2

14.2.3

Powys Teaching Health Board: New health and wellbeing hub in
Newtown: to receive for information (papers 14.2.1 previously
circulated).

Council received information from Powys Teaching Health Board
(PTHB) on its forthcoming bid for funds for the health hub in Newtown.

Powys CC: Community Wildlife projects grants: to receive and resolve
if desired whether to allocate resources to apply for a grant for a
scheme (papers 14.2.2a-c previously circulated).

Council received details of opportunities for grants for Community
Wildlife projects.

To receive and circulate for information such other items of general
correspondence as will be brought be brought to the attention of the
council by the Clerk
The Clerk reported other general correspondence, highlighting certain
items, which will be circulated electronically post meeting where
electronic copies are available, and set out in appendix 2.

Action — Clerk to process

15.0 Chair’s Announcements, Items for Future Agenda & Date of Next Meeting
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15.1 Chair's announcements: to receive for information announcements from Chair
and Members.

a) Chairman: thanked Members for their work and commitment over the past
year, extended best wishes and complements of the season to the
community of Churchstoke, and invited Members to remain after the
meeting for seasonal refreshments.

15.2 Items for future agenda: to bring forward for information, items for consideration
by the Clerk for future agendas.
None.

15.3 Date of next meeting 22" Jan’26, 7.30pm, at Churchstoke & online.

16.0 Confidential Session

16.1 Resolution to Exclude the Public and Press: Under the Public Bodies
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (2) to resolve that members of the public and
press be requested to leave the meeting by reason of the [specified]
confidential nature of the business about to be transacted.
There were no confidential matters.

16.2 Confidential Correspondence [confidential reason: data protection of
individuals]: to receive, and resolve if desired, such other business or
correspondence of a confidential nature as will be brought to the attention of
the council by the Clerk.

None.

Meeting ended — 8.20pm.
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Appendix 1: One Voice Wales/ SLCC correspondence circulated post meeting

n 01 - OVW - Survey Reminder Have you completed the Social Impact Survey - 041225

n 02 - OVW - FREE Biodiversity Packages for C&TCs - 081225

n 03a - OVW - Upcoming Online Events - Cost of Living Crisis Project - 081225
n 03b - OVW - Cost of Living Crisis Project Information & Resources - 181223

n 04 - OVW - One Voice Wales Website - 151225

n 05 - OVW - Christmas Greetings - 091225

n 06 - OPCC - PCC Bulletin - 101225

n 07a - WGov - Senedd Cymru (Disqualification) Crder 20253 - Metification of Order being made - 181225
n 07k - WGov - Senedd Cyrmru (Disqualification) Order 2025 - Letter to organisations

n 08a - Shropshire Council - Severn Valley Water Management Scheme Mews - 091225

n 08b - Shropshire Council - FINAL consultation launch launch Dec 2025

n 09a - Ystadau Cymru -Managing EV Charging & Lithium Battery Safety A Brief Guide for Estate Manaagrs Oct'25 - 181225

n 08b - Ystadau Cymru - Managing EV Charging and lithium batteries- Brief Interim Guide October 2025
n 10 - Llanidloes Town Council - Clerk Advert - 031225

Appendix 2: General correspondence received circulated post meeting

n 01 - R George M5 - December Newsletter - 061225

n 02 - R George M5 - Christrnas message & calendar - 191225

n 03 - Llais - For Information Llais Senedd Elections 2026 Manifesto - 181225

n 04 - Env Agency - Severn Valley Water Mgmt Scheme opens consultation on emerging strategy - 111223

n 05 - OPCC - PCC Bulletin - 101225

n 06 - Powys CC Chair - Madolig Llawen Happy Christrnas - 081225

n 07 - BBMP - Register Mow Resilient Powys Event 7 Feb'256 - 121225

n 02 - PAVO - Welshpool Llanfair C & Mentgomery area Locality Metwork Mtg 7 Jan'25 - 081225
E 08b - PAVO - PTHE Drop in sessions Welshpool Eng - 051225

n 09 - SparC - BINGO - 011225

n 10a - MWWFRS - Celebrate the Festive Season with MWWFRS - 041225

n 10k - MWWEFRS - Awarded at Excellence in Fire & Emergency Awards 2025 - 111225

n 10c - MWWERS - Keep 5afe this Christmas with Service Squirrel’s 12 Festive Tips- 111225

n 10d - MWWFRS - Unwveils Bold Wildfire Plan After Landrnark Engagement Process - 161225

n 10e - MWWERS - Calon Tan-yearly reundup 2023 highlights eng-web -

n 10f - MWWERS - Appoints Mew Chief Fire Officer - 171225

n 11 - 5aTH MHS5 Trust - Brass bands, mountain climbs, & your festive health reminders - 031225
n 12 - Play Wales - Developing play provision in Gypsy & Traveller sites - 041225
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