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CYNGOR CYMUNED YR YSTOG 
CHURCHSTOKE COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 
E J Humphreys MA Oxf, BA(Hons) Community Governance, FSLCC 

Clerc i’r Cyngor | Clerk to the Council 
 

2 Rowes Terrace, Plough Bank, Montgomery, Powys, SY15 6QD. 

 
MINUTES of COUNCIL ORDINARY BUSINESS MEETING 

on Thursday 26th June 2025 at 7.30pm 
at Hyssington Village Hall and remotely on Zoom-Pro platform. 

 
1.0 Welcome, Attendance, Apologies for Absence and Remote Meeting 

Etiquette: to record attendance, to receive, and resolve if desired, to approve 
absence(s), and to remind attendees to show civility and respect to all, 
throughout the meeting in line with the obligations of the Code of Conduct. 
 
Attendance at the hall: Cllr E Evans, Cllr M J Jones (Chair), Cllr R K McLintock, 
Cllr B L Smith, Cllr C P Smith, Cllr M A Whittall. 
 
Attendance online: None. 
 
The Chair welcomed all to the meeting and reminded attendees to show civility 
and respect to all throughout the meeting. 
 
Apologies for absence approved by Council: None. 
 
Apologies for absence received: Cllr D Bebb, Cllr J Jones, Cllr A Richards. 
 
Other Members Absent: Cllr D N Yapp. 
 
In attendance: E J Humphreys (Clerk to the Council). 
 

2.0 Declarations of Members’ Interests and Dispensations: to receive 
declarations of interest from Members in accordance with Part III of the Local 
Government Act 2000, which established the Local Government Code of 
Conduct for Members, and to note Members’ dispensations.  Members are 
asked to submit any declaration forms to the Clerk (papers 2a-b previously 
circulated). 
Members declared personal/ prejudicial interests at the start/ during the 
meeting as follows: 

Agenda 
Number 

Item Councillor Nature of Declaration 

None    

 
3.0 Public Participation: to receive members of the public who wish to address 

the council in respect of any item of business included in the agenda.  Any 
member of the public wishing to speak must notify the Clerk by email to 
clerk@churchstoke.org or telephone 01686-668790 or in person, no later than 
15 minutes prior to the start of the meeting.  Members of the public addressing 
the council are asked to respect matters of confidentiality and privacy. 

mailto:clerk@churchstoke.org
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None. 
 

4.0 Electoral & Governance Matters: Co-Option to Vacancies: Hyssington Ward: 
to receive expression(s) of interest, if any, and to resolve to co-opt to 
vacancies. 
The Chair reminded Council of the vacancies remaining after the elections 5th 
May’22 and the Council’s Notice of Co-Option.  Members and the Clerk 
reported no expressions of interest have been received. 
 

5.0 Minutes of Previous Meetings 
5.1 To approve & sign the minutes as a correct record of the Annual and Ordinary 

Business Meeting 29th May 2025 (paper 5.1 previously circulated). 
The minutes of the Annual and Ordinary Business Meeting 29th May 2025 were 
reviewed. 
 
RESOLVED 
The minutes of the Annual and Ordinary Business Meeting 29th May 2025 are 
approved and signed as a correct record. 
 

5.2 To report, for information purposes only, matters arising from the minutes of the 
Annual and Ordinary Business Meeting 29th May 2025. 
None. 
 

6.0 County Councillor & County Council Report: to welcome the local county 
councillor and to receive updates and exchange information on county council 
matters insofar as they affect the Churchstoke community as follows: 

6.1 Anti-Poverty Locality Fund 2025/26: to receive information, to invite 
soundings/ideas, and to return to the July meeting for CCC 
support/endorsement for input to the scheme (papers 6.1a-b previously 
circulated. 
In the absence of Cty Cllr D Bebb the Chair referred members to the 
information which highlighted, 

• An allocation of £5,000 UK Shared Prosperity Funding for each county 
councillor to support anti-poverty initiatives in their ward 

• Details of fund objectives eligible activities, eligible organisations, 
ineligible activities and costs 

• Details and timetable of the process for nominating and claiming, 
payment and closure (delivery by 31st Dec’25). 

The Clerk indicated it is a county council initiative and it is the county councillor 
who is invited to submit proposals for using the fund they have at their disposal 
as they see fit, but the county councillor appears to wish to take 
soundings/ideas, and support/endorsement from the community council on 
behalf of the community. 
 

6.2 To receive an update on other general matters being dealt with by the county 
councillor (paper 6.2 previously circulated). 
In the absence of Cty Cllr D Bebb the Chair referred members to the written 
report which highlighted, 

• School Transport changes 

• Anti-Poverty Locality Fund 2025/26. 
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7.0 Planning & Building Control 
7.1 Planning & Building Control General Correspondence: 

7.1.1 Planning Aid Wales: to receive, if any, the latest planning news and 
training opportunities (inc. paper 7.1.1a-d previously circulated). 
Council received latest news and training opportunities. 
 

7.1.2 To receive and circulate for information such other planning and 
building control correspondence as will be brought to the attention of 
the council by the Clerk (inc. paper 7.1.2a previously circulated). 
Council received, via One Voice Wales, information from the Welsh 
Government the draft Planning (Wales) Bill and supporting draft 
Explanatory Notes has been published ahead of formal introduction to 
the Senedd, which is anticipated to be in September. 
 

7.2 Powys CC Planning Decisions: to report notifications from Powys CC of 
planning decisions in the community council area, if any (paper 7.2 previously 
circulated. 
The Clerk reported notifications from Powys CC of planning decisions in the 
community council area as follows: 

Ref. Site Powys CC Decision 

21/0678/DEE Ridgeway View Approve 

25/0583/HH Yr Hen Ysgol, Hyssington Approve 

25/0605/TRE St Nicholas Church, Churchstoke Approve 

 
7.3 Planning Inspectorate Appeals: Notices of Appeals to receive & resolve 

responses to Notices of Planning Appeals including but not limited to those 
listed below.  Later Notices may be considered at the discretion of the Chair. 

Ref. Appellant Site Description 

None 

 
7.4 Pre-application Consultations by Developers: to receive & resolve responses to 

pre-application consultations by developers including but not limited to those 
listed below.  Later applications may be considered at the discretion of the 
Chair. 

Ref. Applicant Site Description rec. 

None 

 
7.5 Planning Applications: 

7.5.1 To receive, for information, representations regarding planning 
applications. 
None. 
 

7.5.2 To receive & resolve responses to consultations (full application(s) 
detail(s) at http://pa.powys.gov.uk/online-applications/?lang=EN) 
including but not limited to those listed below.  Later applications may 
be considered at the discretion of the Chair. 
The Chair referred Members to the consultations. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC responds to consultations of planning applications as follows, 
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Ref. Applicant Site Description rec. 

25/0742/HH Mr Lloyd Jones, 1 
Moonlight Barn, 
Snead 

1 Moonlight Barn, 
Snead 

Erection of two storey 
extension together with 
extension to domestic 
curtilage (including 
demolition of 
agricultural building 
and removal of 
hardstanding) 

S 

25/0759/FUL Mr D Scriven, The 
Roveries, Lydham 

Shepherds Whym 
Farm, Bishops 
Castle 

Erection of a farm 
office (retrospective) 

N* 

25/0869/FUL Mr David Reilly, 
Upper House, Little 
Cowarne, Bromyard 

Methodist Chapel, 
Hyssington 

Conversion of Chapel 
D1 to residential C3, 
new access, package 
treatment plant and all 
associated works (part 
retrospective) 

S 

 
*25/0759/FUL: CCC notes this is a retrospective application for works already 
undertaken and urges planners to take a much stronger line on retrospective 
applications by using the planning fees to incentivise correct planning process 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

7.6 Applications for Works to Trees Subject to Tree Preservation Order or in a 
Conservation Area – to receive & resolve responses to consultations including 
but not limited to those listed below.  Later applications may be considered at 
the discretion of the Chair. 

Ref. Applicant Site Description rec. 

None 

 
7.7 Planning Enforcement: 

7.7.1 From other bodies to CCC: to report for information, planning 
enforcement matters within the community as will be brought to the 
attention of the council by the Clerk (papers 8.7.1a-b previously 
circulated). 
None. 
 

7.7.2 From CCC to Powys CC: to report planning enforcement matters within 
the community. 
The Chair invited Members to bring forward planning enforcement 
matters within the community for the attention of the planning authority. 

 
8.0  Recreation 
8.1 Bus Shelter: to report the reply from a potential landowner benefactor for 

provision of a bus shelter near the Co-op, and to resolve a response if desired 
(paper 8.1 previously circulated). 
Council received a reply from the owner of land near the Co-op indicating their 
willingness to support and provide a bus shelter. 
 
RESOLVED 
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CCC thanks the owner of land near the Co-op indicating their willingness to 
support and provide a bus shelter which will be no doubt be gratefully received 
by resident and customers, and looks forward to installation either separately or 
as part of a planning application whichever is quicker. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

8.2 Community Hall: to receive a request from the Churchstoke Recreation 
Association (CRA) to erect barriers and position skips as required on 
community council land to facilitate improvement works to the community hall, 
and to resolve a response (paper 8.2 previously circulated). 
Council received information and a request from the CRA for permission to 
erect barriers and position skips as required on community council land to 
facilitate improvement works to the community hall. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC congratulates the CRA for their success in gaining funds for improvement 
works to the community hall, and gives permission to erect barriers and position 
skips as required on community council land to facilitate improvement works to 
the community hall providing fencing and skips do not, 

• Obstruct access to the playground for users, emergency services, 
maintenance contractors and others 

• Encroach onto the surface or verges of the recreation field 

• Put at risk the health and safety of members of the public or others in the 
vicinity 

• Inconvenience access to the school or school grounds. 
Action – Clerk to process 

 
8.3 Keep Wales Tidy grants: a discission led by Cllr C P Smith which may lead to a 

proposal for decision to be brought to the July meeting (Cllr C P Smith). 
The Clerk reminded Council a councillor raised the matter of Keep Wales Tidy 
(KWT) grants and it awaits proposals for decision but has an opportunity for 
take a discussion to help formulate proposals for the July meeting.  Cllr C P 
Smith indicated she was not yet ready with proposals. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC defers consideration of proposals for Keep Wales Tidy grants to the July 
meeting. 

Action for July agenda 
 

9.0 Representatives to Outside Bodies: to receive reports, if any, for information 
None. 
 

10.0 Consultations & Engagements 
10.1 Powys Teaching Health Board (PTHB): to report from an online briefing 24th 

Jun’25 on the proposed Health & Wellbeing Campus. 
The Clerk reminded Council of the opportunity to join the briefing which has 
been circulated to Members and reported from the 30 minute briefing as follows 

• Attendance by four community & town councils, Powys County Council 
and 2 officers for the PTHB 

• Background: initiative to transform health and care in North Powys to 
‘level up’ to other parts of the county 
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• Current position: in Mar’25 Welsh Government given the go-ahead for 
PTHB to develop an outline business case for a bid for £30m investment 
in phase 1 comprising training academy, dental clinic, new library, 
children and families centre, housing advice, wellbeing activity multi-use 
space, opening late 2028 or early 2029; later phase 2 covering a 
replacement hospital bringing out of county work back to Powys; phase 
3 covering expanded range of diagnostic and treatment services 

• Other work associated with but separate from the bid: new schools at 
Ysgol Calon Y Dderwen opening 2027, supported housing, student 
academy, and keyworker accommodation 

• Next steps: work on the phase 1 proposals and submission to Welsh 
Government by end 2025. 

 
10.2 Powys Teaching Health Board: to receive a next stage ‘Better Together’ 

consultation closing extended to 1st Aug’25, to resolve whether to respond and 
if so to elect to a working party to bring recommendations to the July meeting 
(paper 10.2a-d previously circulated). 
The Chair referred Members to the consultation papers.  The Clerk reminded 
Members of the earlier consultation (May’25) for which CCC resolved it did not 
wish to make a corporate response and encourages councillors to make their 
own individual responses, and this is a follow on next step exercise. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC does not wish to make a corporate response and encourages councillors 
to make their own individual responses. 
 

10.3 Powys CC: Sustainable Powys: to receive feedback from representatives to the 
meeting 8th May (Chair & Clerk) (paper 10.3 previously circulated). 
The Chair and Clerk reminded Council of their attendance at the Powys CC 
Sustainable Powys meeting 8th May and reported highlighting, 

• Powys CC: progress on work to strengthen links between Powys CC and 
other groups (parenting forum, community & town council resources hub, 
formation of a locality anti-poverty find, keeping health community events 
so far at Llandrindod Wells, Welshpool, Ystradgynlais, launch a yearlong 
media campaign on the work of Powys CC, work with PTHB on sheep 
borne diseases, continued focus on a place-based approach work with 
community & town councils) 

• Powys Teaching Heath Board (PTHB): further description of the ‘Better 
Together’ programme and its ’Case for Change’ seeking initial views on 
adult physical and mental health community services in Powys. 

• Future topics for October to include, Local Development Plan (LDP), 
Town/Community Plans, sharing good practice. 

 
11.0 Finance and Assets 
11.1 Finance Specific Correspondence: to circulate for information such other 

financial correspondence, if any, as will be brought to the attention of the 
council by the Clerk. 
None. 
 

11.2 Financial Year 2024-25 
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11.2.1 Internal Audit and Accounts 2024-25: to receive the Internal Audit report 
and to receive and approve the Financial Accounts 2024-25 (papers 
11.2.1a-b previously circulated). 
The Clerk presented the internal audit report and the financial accounts 
for 2024-25, highlighting audit opinions, account balances, income and 
expenditure, and invited Members’ queries. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC receives and notes the internal audit report and approves the 
financial accounts for 2024-25 as presented. 
 
The Clerk reported the removal of the Cross Likey notice board from the 
fixed assets register will be considered in the current year. 
 

11.2.2 Annual Return of Accounting Statement & Statement of Assurance 
2024-25: to approve the Annual Return for dispatch to the external 
auditor (paper 11.2.2 previously circulated). 
The Clerk presented the Annual Return and Statement of Assurance 
required for external audit and answered Members’ queries. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC approves the Annual Return and Statement of Assurance 2024-25 
as presented for dispatch to external auditor. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 
The Chair thanked the Clerk on behalf of Council for the careful work in 
the preparation and explanation of the accounts and audit documents 
 

11.3 Items Received Since Last Meeting: to report for information. 
The Clerk reported items received since the last meetings as follows: 

Payer Description £ 

NatWest Bank Gross interest May’25 26.82 

M&G Investments Charibond dividend Feb-Apr 1.30 

Total 28.12 

 
11.4 Items for Payment: to resolve to approve items for payment as follows. 

The Chair referred Members to the items listed for payment. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC authorises payments as follows: 

Chq Payee Description £ex vat £vat £total 

1706 Powys CC Cemetery bin May’25 20.20 0.00 20.20 

1707 Powys CC Rec Field bin May’25 20.20 0.00 20.20 

1708 Jamie Jones 
Verti-draining x1 rec. 
field 

220.00 0.00 220.00 

1709 HMRC & Customs PAYE & NI 2025-26 Q1 530.86 0.00 530.86 

1710 
Clear Insurance 
Management Ltd 

Council insurance 2025-
26 

461.80 0.00 461.80 

Total authorised for payment 1,253.06 0.00 1,253.06 

To report items previously authorised for payment 
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DD 
Public Works Loans 
Board 

Playground loan 504503 
instalment #19 

1,525.19 0.00 1,525.19 

1711 E J Humphreys Clerk net salary Jun’25 As employment contract 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

11.5 Financial Balances: Consolidated Bank Balances: to report consolidated 
balances to date after transfers, receipts & payments. 
 
The Clerk reported the M&G Investments Charibond quarterly statement for 1st 
Jan to 31st Mar’25 as follows: 

Fund Number of shares Share Price (p) Value at 31/03/2025 (£) 

Charibond 100 107.75 107.75 

 
The Clerk reported on gross, ring-fenced funds & net available bank balances 
as follows: 

Item Current acc. £ Reserve acc. £ 

Gross balances 1,000.00 23,594.75 

Less consolidated ring-fenced funds 0.00 6,439.75 

Net balances available 1,000.00 17,155.00 

 
12.0 Highways & Rights of Way 
12.1 Highways: to receive for information notifications & diversion maps for works 

already actioned. 
Council received as follows, 
12.1.1 Powys CC: Emerg closure C2025, Hyssington, 2nd & 5th Jun’25 (papers 

12.1.1a-d previously circulated. 
12.1.2 Powys CC: Emerg closure C2193 Old Churchstoke 26-30th Jun'25 

(papers previously circulated). 
 

12.2 Highways: to receive for information notifications & diversion maps for works to 
be undertaken. 
None. 
 

12.3 Highways: to receive for information such other items of highways and rights of 
way correspondence as will be brought be brought to the attention of the 
council by the Clerk. 
None. 
 

12.4 Rights of Way: to receive for information on the launch of a new working 
arrangements for the Powys Countryside Volunteer programme (paper 12.4a-c 
previously circulated). 
The Clerk reported information on the launch of a new working arrangements 
for the Powys Countryside Volunteer programme being overseen by the county 
council’s countryside access and recreation team and which offers to meet a 
local clusters of community councils to discuss how the scheme will work.  The 
Clerk recommended this appears to be fertile territory for the Vale of 
Montgomery Rural Cluster which CCC has recently joined. 
 

12.5 Rights of Way: to receive for information such items of rights of way 
correspondence, if any, as will be brought be brought to the attention of the 
council by the Clerk. 
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None. 
 

12.6 Reports from CCC to Powys CC/ Shropshire Council: to report and resolve if 
desired, highways/ rights of way maintenance matters, if any. 
The Chair invited Members to bring forward highways matters for the attention 
of the highways authorities. 
None. 
 

13.0 Correspondence, Feedback and Invitations 
13.1 One Voice Wales (OVW)/ Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) 

13.1.1 OVW: Training Schedule to 30th Sep’25: to receive the schedule of 
training opportunities (papers 13.1.1a-b previously circulated). 
The Clerk reported the OVW training schedule and reminded Members 
attendance has at a previous meeting already been resolved as an 
approved duty and invited Members to inform if they wish to attend. 

Action – Members to inform Clerk 
 

13.1.2 OVW: Innovative Practice Conference 2nd Jul’25: to receive invitation & 
agenda & to resolve attendance as an approved duty (papers 13.1.2a-b 
previously circulated). 
Council received details of the conference.  The Clerk reminded 
Members of the training budget to cover attendance fee and invited 
those who wished to attend to let him know. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC approves attendance at the conference is an approved duty. 

Action – Members 
to inform Clerk 

 
13.1.3 OVW: to receive correspondence regarding representation at area 

meetings (paper 13.1.3 previously circulated). 
Council received a letter of concern regarding variable attendance at 
OVW area committee meetings.  The Clerk reminded Members of the 
survey of usefulness and reasons for attendance undertaken by OVW 
earlier this year. 
 

13.1.4 OVW: to report the receipt of various Practice Development Notes and 
Guidance for information (papers 13.1.4a-f previously circulated). 
Council received new practice notes and revised practice notes as 
follows, 

a) (15) Practice Development Note Co-option 2025 
b) PDN Who Does What Acronyms (ii) 2025 FINAL 
c) Financial Management Revisited 2025 
d) (3) Pre Election Period Timetable of Actions REVIEW 2025 
e) (4) Annual Report REVIEW 2025 
f) (5) Multi-location meetings. REVIEW 2025. 

 
13.1.5 OVW: Section 6 Information: to receive information and training 

opportunities on the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 S6 Duty (paper 
13.1.5 previously circulated). 
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Council received information on training opportunities and guidance on 
the duties under the Act and the requirement to publish its report by 
end of 2025. 
 

13.1.6 To receive and circulate for information such other items of OVW/ 
SLCC correspondence as will be brought be brought to the attention of 
the council by the Clerk. 
The Clerk reported other OVW/SLCC correspondence, highlighting 
certain items, which will be circulated electronically post meeting where 
electronic copies are available, and set out in appendix 1. 

Action – Clerk to process. 
 

13.2 General Correspondence 
13.2.1 Vale of Montgomery Rural Cluster: to receive invitations to the next 

meeting of the cluster 9th Jul’25 at Montgomery (paper 13.2.1 
previously circulated). 
Council received information on the next meeting of the VMRC which 
CCC has recently joined. 
 

13.2.2 To receive and circulate for information such items of general 
correspondence as will be brought be brought to the attention of the 
council by the Clerk. 
The Clerk reported other general correspondence, highlighting certain 
items, which will be circulated electronically post meeting where 
electronic copies are available, and set out in appendix 2. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

14.0 Chair’s Announcements, Items for Future Agenda & Date of Next Meeting 
14.1 Chair’s announcements: to receive for information announcements from Chair 

and Members. 
a) Clerk: Community Grants: awaiting certain supporting information after 

which they will be considered and resolved in July. 
b) Cllr M A Whittall: advised members from a professional standpoint, of a 

recent general increase in on-line scams and security breaches and advised 
Members to change passwords. 

 
14.2 Items for future agenda: to bring forward for information, items for consideration 

by the Clerk for future agendas. 
None. 
 

14.3 Date of next meeting 31st July 2025, 7.30pm, at Hyssington & online. 
 

15.0 Confidential Session 
15.1 Resolution to Exclude the Public and Press: Under the Public Bodies 

(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (2) to resolve that members of the public and 
press be requested to leave the meeting by reason of the [specified] 
confidential nature of the business about to be transacted. 
 
RESOLVED 
Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (2) CCC resolves 
that members of the public and press be requested to leave the meeting by 
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reason of the [specified] confidential nature of the business about to be 
transacted. 
 

15.2 Recreation: Entrance Road: [confidential reason: commercial quotations]: to 
receive and resolve quotations for resurfacing works (papers 15.2a-b previously 
circulated). 
The Clerk reminded Council of the specification for works and the lack of 
budget allocation.  Council received one quotation. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC accepts the quotation of MP Paver Hire & Surfacing Ltd for option 2 
‘resurfacing in full’, to the value of £6,460 plus vat, with funding to be taken 
from reserves. 
 
Post meeting note: pursuant to standing order 7a, and written notice from 4 
councillors, this resolution was reconsidered by Council on 31st July 2025. 
 

15.3 Confidential Correspondence [confidential reason: data protection of 
individuals]: to receive, and resolve if desired, such other business or 
correspondence of a confidential nature as will be brought to the attention of 
the council by the Clerk. 
None. 

 
Meeting ended – 9.00pm. 
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Appendix 1: One Voice Wales/ SLCC correspondence circulated post meeting 
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Appendix 2: General correspondence received circulated post meeting 

 

 


