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CYNGOR CYMUNED YR YSTOG 
CHURCHSTOKE COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 
E J Humphreys MA Oxf, BA(Hons) Community Governance, FSLCC 

Clerc i’r Cyngor | Clerk to the Council 
 

2 Rowes Terrace, Plough Bank, Montgomery, Powys, SY15 6QD. 

 
MINUTES of COUNCIL ORDINARY BUSINESS MEETING 

on Thursday 27th March 2025 at 7.30pm 
at Hyssington Village Hall and remotely on Zoom-Pro platform. 

 
1.0 Welcome, Attendance, Apologies for Absence and Remote Meeting 

Etiquette: to record attendance, to receive, and resolve if desired, to approve 
absence(s), and to remind attendees to show civility and respect to all, 
throughout the meeting in line with the obligations of the Code of Conduct. 
 
Attendance at the hall: Cllr E Evans, Cllr J Jones, Cllr M J Jones (Chair), Cllr R 
K McLintock, Cllr A Richards, Cllr B L Smith, Cllr C P Smith, Cllr M A Whittall. 
 
Attendance online: Cllr D Bebb. 
 
The Chair welcomed all, including several members of the public, to the 
meeting and reminded attendees to show civility and respect to all throughout 
the meeting. 
 
Apologies for absence approved by Council: None. 
 
Apologies for absence received: Cllr D N Yapp. 
 
Other Members Absent: None. 
 
In attendance: E J Humphreys (Clerk to the Council). 
 

2.0 Declarations of Members’ Interests and Dispensations: to receive 
declarations of interest from Members in accordance with Part III of the Local 
Government Act 2000, which established the Local Government Code of 
Conduct for Members, and to note Members’ dispensations.  Members are 
asked to submit any declaration forms to the Clerk (papers 2a-b previously 
circulated). 
Members declared personal/ prejudicial interests at the start/ during the 
meeting as follows: 

Agenda 
Number 

Item Councillor Nature of Declaration 

None    

 

 
Cllr M Whittall joined the meeting at this point. 
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3.0 Public Participation: to receive members of the public who wish to address 
the council in respect of any item of business included in the agenda.  Any 
member of the public wishing to speak must notify the Clerk by email to 
clerk@churchstoke.org or telephone 01686-668790 or in person, no later than 
15 minutes prior to the start of the meeting.  Members of the public addressing 
the council are asked to respect matters of confidentiality and privacy. 
 

 
Cllr A Richards joined the meeting during this item. 
 

 
Members of the public address the council regarding, 

• Agenda Item 6: County Council Report (School Transport changes) 
objecting to removal of free transport for new students from Churchstoke 
to Bishop’s Caste Community College with effect from September 2025.  
A number of reasons were put forward.  The Chairman thanked 
members of the public for raising concerns to the attention of the 
community council and indicated that CCC would discuss matters at item 
7.6.2. 
 

• Agenda item 7.6.2: Planning application (25/0306/FUL) objecting to the 
planning application.  A number of reasons were put forward.  The 
Chairman thanked members of the public for raising concerns to the 
attention of the community council and indicated that CCC would discuss 
matters at item 7.6.2. 

 
4.0 Electoral & Governance Matters: Co-Option to Vacancies: Hyssington Ward: 

to receive expression(s) of interest, if any, and to resolve to co-opt to 
vacancies. 
The Chair reminded Council of the vacancies remaining after the elections 5th 
May’22 and the Council’s Notice of Co-Option.  Members and the Clerk 
reported no expressions of interest have been received. 
 

5.0 Minutes of Previous Meetings 
5.1 To approve & sign the minutes as a correct record of the Ordinary Business 

Meeting 27th February 2025 (paper 5.1 previously circulated). 
The minutes of the Ordinary Business Meeting 27th February 2025 were 
reviewed. 
 
RESOLVED 
The minutes of the Ordinary Business Meeting 27th February 2025 are 
approved and signed as a correct record. 
 

5.2 To report, for information purposes only, matters arising from the minutes of the 
Ordinary Business Meeting 27th February 2022. 
None. 
 

6.0 County Councillor & County Council Report: to welcome the local county 
councillor and to receive updates and exchange information on county council 
matters insofar as they affect the Churchstoke community (paper 6 previously 
circulated). 

mailto:clerk@churchstoke.org
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In the absence of Cty Councillor D Bebb the Chair referred members to the 
written report which highlighted, 

• School transport changes from September 2025: Members discussed 
removal of free transport for new students from Churchstoke to Bishop’s 
Castle Community College with effect from September 2025, and 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC writes to the Powys Education Authority to raise concerns about 
reports of removal of free transport for new students from Churchstoke 
to their nearest secondary school at Bishop’s Castle with effect from 
September 2025.  CCC asks the authority, 

o in the interests of avoiding ambiguity or conjecture, to 
communicate to CCC, Churchstoke CP School, and parents 
exactly and what is intended, when and where 

o if removal of free transport is intended, to work together with 
Shropshire Council to find a solution in the interests of pupils and 
to avoid possible consequential decline of Churchstoke CP 
School and the community. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

• Missed ditch clearing. 
 

7.0 Planning & Building Control 
7.1 Planning & Building Control General Correspondence: 

7.1.1 Planning Aid Wales: to receive, if any, the latest planning news and 
training opportunities (papers 7.1.1a previously circulated). 
Council received details of training opportunities and latest news from 
Planning Aid Wales.  The Clerk reminded Members the council has a 
training budget and invited Members to let him know if they wish to 
attend the training events. 

Action – Members 
to inform Clerk 

 
7.1.2 Other Planning Correspondence: to receive and circulate for 

information such other planning and building control correspondence as 
will be brought to the attention of the council by the Clerk. 
None. 

 
7.2 Planning Policy Consultations: Powys CC Local Development Plan (LDP) Open 

Spaces 
7.2.1 Review of the Open Space Assessment: to receive the information and 

consultation closing 28th March, and to resolve confirmation or 
amendments to open spaces assessment profile (papers 7.2.1a-d 
previously circulated). 
The Chair referred members to the consultation.  The Clerk reminded 
Members that the last formal Open Spaces Assessment was 2018 
although CCC has responded to the LDP Settlement Profiles and 
Community Aspirations in September 2024 to indicate, 

• Aspirations in terms of public open spaces, sports and play 
provision should be to retain 
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• Informal Open Spaces: there are amenity green space at The 
Courthouse (a registered village green), at Cross Likely and at 
Belle Vue. Although these may be smaller than 0.2 hectare, the 
community council is if the view these should be included in 
some way. 

 
RESOLVED 
CCC confirms the updated draft Open Spaces Assessment and re-
iterates from its response to LDP Preferred Strategy (Sep’24) the 
importance of including in some way the open spaces at The 
Courthouse (a registered village green), at Cross Likey, and at Belle 
Vue, and wishes to add open space at North Walk (a registered village 
green) to the list. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

7.2.2 Record-keeping on Green Infrastructure: to receive information and 
consultation closing 17th April, and to resolve proposals for additional 
sites of green infrastructure for mapping (papers 7.2.1a & e previously 
circulated). 
The Chair referred members to the consultation.  The Clerk indicated 
this is a potential method to include green-infrastructure items which fall 
outside the formal Open Spaces Assessment criteria. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC accepts the importance of green infrastructure and wishes to add 
open spaces at The Courthouse (a registered village green), at Cross 
Likey, at Belle Vue, and at North Walk (a registered village green). 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

7.3 Powys CC Planning Decisions: to report notifications from Powys CC of 
planning decisions in the community council area, if any (paper 7.3a previously 
circulated). 
The Clerk reported notifications from Powys CC of planning decisions in the 
community council area as follows: 

Ref. Site Powys CC Decision 

25/0057/VAR Tan Y Bryn, Churchstoke Approve 

 
7.4 Planning Inspectorate Appeals: Notices of Appeals to receive & resolve 

responses to Notices of Planning Appeals including but not limited to those 
listed below.  Later Notices may be considered at the discretion of the Chair. 

Ref. Appellant Site Description 

None 

 
7.5 Pre-application Consultations by Developers: to receive & resolve responses to 

pre-application consultations by developers including but not limited to those 
listed below.  Later applications may be considered at the discretion of the 
Chair. 

Ref. Applicant Site Description rec. 

None 

 
7.6 Planning Applications: 
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7.6.1 To receive, for information, representations regarding planning 
applications. 
None. 
 

7.6.2 To receive & resolve responses to consultations (full application(s) 
detail(s) at http://pa.powys.gov.uk/online-applications/?lang=EN) 
including but not limited to those listed below.  Later applications may 
be considered at the discretion of the Chair. 
The Chair referred Members to the consultations. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC responds to consultations on planning applications as follows: 

Ref. Applicant Site Description rec. 

25/0306/FUL D & S Gethin, The 
Gaer, Forden 

Land Adjacent To 
Broadway Hall, 
Snead, 
Montgomery, SY15 
6EB 

Creation of slurry 
lagoon and all 
associated works 

O* 

*25/0306/FUL: CCC objects to the application for the following reasons, 
a) Highways safety: the community council is of the view that the entrance onto 

the busy 60mph limit ‘C’ class road, which is the main link between the two 
main settlements in the community a popular route to Shrewsbury, is adjacent 
to a curve in the road already with restricted visibility.  The community council 
is of the opinion that that heavy vehicular traffic using the entrance to service 
the lagoon will present an additional unacceptable hazard to other road users 

b) Scale and environmental regulation: the community council of the view that 
the size of the lagoon appears to be disproportionately large compared to the 
size of the adjacent fields so asks that the applicant seeks and heeds advice 
on this matter from environmental regulatory authorities 

c)   Odour and visual amenity: the community council considers the lagoon and 
operations from it are likely to generate foul odour impacting on the nearby 
area and on the natural environmental beauty and amenity of the area which 
is also forms part of the local and tourism asset of the area 

d) Water and environment: the lagoon is in an elevated position.  The community 
council is of the opinion this presents an unacceptable risk of downward 
seepage to small water courses and then into the River Camlad 

e) Lack of visual screening 
f)   Lack of evidence of how the development would enhance biodiversity and the 

environment and protect open countryside 
g) Loss of hedgerow habitat appears to be excessive. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

7.7 Applications for Works to Trees Subject to Tree Preservation Order or in a 
Conservation Area – to receive & resolve responses to consultations including 
but not limited to those listed below.  Later applications may be considered at 
the discretion of the Chair. 

Ref. Applicant Site Description rec. 

None 

 
7.8 Planning Enforcement: 
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7.8.1 From other bodies to CCC: to report for information, planning 
enforcement matters within the community as will be brought to the 
attention of the council by the Clerk (papers 8.7.1a-b previously 
circulated). 
None. 
 

7.8.2 From CCC to Powys CC: to report planning enforcement matters within 
the community. 
The Chair invited Members to bring forward planning enforcement 
matters within the community for the attention of the planning authority. 
None. 

 
8.0  Recreation 
8.1 Recreation Field Entrance Road: to discuss and resolve on the matter of 

surface repairs or resurfacing at the entrance road to the recreation field 
The Clerk reminded Council of the eroding surface and that it wishes to 
consider repair or resurfacing, although there is no budget allocation for 2025-
26. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC seeks quotations for repair of the entrance road to the Churchstoke 
recreation field and will consider the matter further in due course. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

8.2 Bus Shelter: further to an enquiry by Powys Cty Cllr D Bebb, to discuss and 
resolve on the matter of provision of a bus shelter near the Co-op providing the 
property owner gives consent. 
The Clerk reminded Council that it wishes to discuss the matter of provision of 
a bus shelter near the Co-op, although there is no budget allocation for 2025-
26.  The Clerk reported further on telephone conversations with a county 
council highways officer who confirms that there is no official bus-stop at the 
Co-op and it will not be providing a shelter at a drivers’ discretionary pick-up 
drop-off site.  Members recalled the presence of a bus-stop signpost at the Co-
op and that it features on bus timetables. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC writes to the highways authority to ask for written confirmation that there is 
no official bus-stop at the Co-op and it will not be providing a shelter at a 
drivers’ discretionary pick-up drop-off site, even though there is a bus-stop 
signpost installed at the Co-op and that it features on current bus timetables 
and on the proposed timetables in the recent Powys Local Bus Network 
consultation as ‘Churchstoke Shopping Centre’, and will consider the matter 
further in due course. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

9.0 Reports, if any, from Representatives to Outside Bodies for Information 
None. 
 

10.0 Finance and Assets 
10.1 Finance Specific Correspondence 
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10.1.1 Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales Annual Report 2025-26: to 
note mandatory payments, and to resolve optional payments according 
to determinations 7 and 8 for the financial year 2025-26 (papers 
10.1.1a-b previously circulated). 
Council received the IRPW Annual Report 2025-26 setting out the 
determinations for various allowances, and expenses for approved 
duties. The Clerk reported that determinations are unchanged from 
2024-25 and highlighted the mandatory and discretionary elements and 
opt-out arrangements. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC receives the Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales Annual 
Report 2025-26, notes the mandated determinations as follows: 

• reimbursement for extra costs of working from home: £156 

• reimbursement for consumables: £52 

• costs of care or personal assistance: by claim at set rates 
 
and sets optional determinations, unchanged, as follows: 

• senior role: none 

• travel costs for approved duties: by claim at the set rates for 
duties outside the community 

• overnight and subsistence for approved duties: by claim at the 
set rates for duties outside the community 

• financial loss for attending duties: by claim at the set rates 

• attendance allowance: for approved duties to a maximum of £30 
set out in a separate scheme: zero 

• payment to Civic Head (Chair): £150 

• payment to Deputy Civic Heard (Vice-Chair): none 
 
unless any individual Member chooses to forgo part or all of the 
entitlement to any of these payments by giving notice in writing to the 
proper officer of the council. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

10.1.2 To circulate for information such financial correspondence, if any, as 
will be brought to the attention of the council by the Clerk. 
None. 

 
10.2 Items Received Since Last Meeting: to report for information. 

The Clerk reported items received since the last meetings as follows: 
Payer Description £ 

NatWest Bank Gross interest Feb’25 28.10 

M&G Investments Charibond dividend Nov’24-Jan’25 1.30 

RG Peate Funeral Serv. Cemetery burial fee (plot 471) 195.00 

H Arden Allotment rent 1st Mar’25 to 28th Feb’26 30.00 

ME & A Hughes Cemetery memorial fee (plot 335) 190.00 

Total 444.40 

 
10.3 Items for Payment: to resolve to approve items for payment as follows. 

The Chair referred Members to the items listed for payment. 
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RESOLVED 
CCC authorises payments as follows: 

Chq Payee Description £ex vat £vat £total 

1685 
Ch’stoke Rec 
Assoc 

Comm’ty hall grant 2024-
25 

3,883.34 0.00 3,883.34 

1686 Hyss’ton Vill Inst Village hall grant 2024-25 1,397.77 0.00 1,397.77 

1687 E J Humphreys 
Re-imburse Zoom Pro 
sub 25 Feb 20 to 24 Feb 
2026 

129.90 25.98 155.88 

1688 Gloversure Ltd Website CMS renewal 105.00 21.00 126.00 

1689 E J Humphreys 
Re-imburse Microsoft 
Office 

87.49 17.50 104.99 

1690 
HM Rev & 
Customs 

PAYE & Employer’s NI 
Q4 

131.81 0.00 131.81 

Total authorised for payment 5,735.31 64.48 5,799.79 

To report IRPW determinations to be paid to Members 

1691 R K McLintock 
Allowance 1 Oct to 31 
Mar 

103.72 0.00 103.72 

To report items previously authorised for payment 

1692 E J Humphreys Clerk net salary Mar’25 As employment contract 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

10.4 Financial Balances: Consolidated Bank Balances: to report consolidated 
balances to date after transfers, receipts & payments. 
The Clerk reported on gross, ring-fenced funds & net available bank balances 
as follows: 

Item Current acc. £ Reserve acc. £ 

Gross balances 1,000.00 22,684.17 

Less consolidated ring-fenced funds 0.00 4,485.23 

Net balances available 1,000.00 18,198.94 

 
11.0 Highways & Rights of Way 
11.1 Highways Consultation: Powys CC 20mph Review: to receive the consultation 

closing 31st March and to resolve a response (paper 11.1 previously circulated). 
The Chair referred Members to the consultation and the Clerk reported the 
proposed amendments to 20mph are made following public comments to the 
highways authority. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC responds to the Powys CC 20mph Review as follows, 
a) A490: noted without further comment 
b) A489 (west): the community council prefers a shorter 30mph buffer zone 

only as far as the former Methodist Chapel by reason that the junction with 
C2146 Coed Lane is in a dip in the road, and safety at the junction is likely 
to benefit from slower speed traffic. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

11.2 Highways: to receive for information notifications & diversion maps for works 
already actioned. 
None. 



clerk@churchstoke.org www.churchstoke.org 

 

Minutes Ordinary Business Meeting 270325 Approved by Council.docx Page 9 of 13 
 

 
11.3 Highways: to receive for information notifications & diversion maps for works to 

be undertaken. 
Council received notification and maps as follows, 
11.3.1 Powys CC: Temp Closure C2054 Churchstoke 23-25 Apr'25 (papers 

11.3.1a-b previously circulated).  The Clerk reported the planed work 
has now been cancelled by Hafren Dyfrdwy. 

 
11.4 Highways: to receive for information such other items of highways and rights of 

way correspondence as will be brought be brought to the attention of the 
council by the Clerk. 
None. 
 

11.5 Rights of Way: to receive for information such items of rights of way 
correspondence, if any, as will be brought be brought to the attention of the 
council by the Clerk. 
None. 
 

11.6 Reports from CCC to Powys CC/ Shropshire Council: to report and resolve if 
desired, highways/ rights of way maintenance matters, if any. 
The Chair invited Members to bring forward highways matters for the attention 
of the highways authorities. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC reports to highways authorities as follows, 
a) A489/ A490 Junction at Churchstoke Bridge: a recent collision at the 

junction to which reduced sightline as a result of vegetation growth at The 
Willows may have been a contributing factor 

b) U2696 Pentrenant to Pen-y-cwm: severe surface damage making it nearly 
impossible for car traffic. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

12.0 Correspondence, Feedback and Invitations 
12.1 One Voice Wales (OVW)/ Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) 

12.1.1 OVW: Training Schedule to 30th Jun’25: to receive the schedule of 
training opportunities (papers 13.1.1 previously circulated). 
The Clerk reported the OVW training schedule and reminded Members 
attendance has at a previous meeting already been resolved as an 
approved duty and invited Members to inform if they wish to attend. 

Action – Members to inform Clerk 
 

12.1.2  OVW: Training Webinar Section 6 Report: to receive details of briefing 
opportunities (papers 12.1.2a-b previously circulated). 
The Clerk reminded Council of its Environment (Wales) Act 2016 
Section 6 duty, recommended Members may like to take advantage of 
the OVW free briefing sessions, and invited Members to inform if they 
wish to attend. 

Action – Members to inform Clerk 
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12.1.3 OVW: National Awards Conference 2025: to receive information and to 
resolve on attendance on 30th April, 09.30-16:00, as an approved duty 
(papers 12.1.3a-b: previously circulated). 
The Clerk reminded Council of the opportunity to attend the National 
Awards Conference 2025 and recommended Council resolve it as an 
approved duty for Members who wish to attend. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC approves attendance at OVW National Awards 2025 as an 
approved duty and asks Members who wish to attend to inform the 
Clerk. 

Action – Members to inform Clerk 
 

12.1.4 OVW: Practice Development Notes & Digital Guidance: to receive for 
information (papers 12.1.4a-f previously circulated). 
Council received Practice Development Notes and Guidance for 
information as follows, 
a) Practice Development Note: (10) Organising a successful event 2025  
b) Practice Development Note: (11) Asset Register 2025  
c) Practice Development Note: (12) Meetings administration 2025  
d) Digital Guidance: Data Projection  
e) Digital Guidance: Management of Council Information Technology  
f) Digital Guidance: Using QR Codes in Community and Town Councils in 

Wales. 

 
12.1.5 OVW: One Voice Wales Annual General Meeting: to report on 

postponement of the AGM online Tue 11th Mar’25, from 4:00pm to 
6:00pm due to lack of attendance (Cllr M J Jones) (paper 12.1.5 
previously circulated). 
The Chair reported remote AGM was postponed as there were 
insufficient bookings to be quorate and alternatives are being sought. 
 

 
Cllr D Bebb joined the meeting at this point. 
 

 
12.1.6 OVW: Membership 2025-26: to receive and, on the recommendation of 

the Clerk, to resolve an invitation to renew membership for 2025-26 
(papers 12.1.6 a-b previously circulated). 
Council received an invitation to renew corporate membership and a 
letter from the Chief Executive outlining the benefits of membership of 
OVW.  The Clerk recommended renewal of membership. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC renews its corporate membership of One Voice Wales for 2025-
26 at £341. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

12.1.7 To receive and circulate for information such other items of OVW/ 
SLCC correspondence as will be brought be brought to the attention of 
the council by the Clerk. 
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The Clerk reported other OVW/SLCC correspondence, highlighting 
certain items, which will be circulated electronically post meeting where 
electronic copies are available, and set out in appendix 1. 

Action – Clerk to process. 
 

12.2 General Correspondence 
12.2.1 To receive and circulate for information such items of general 

correspondence as will be brought be brought to the attention of the 
council by the Clerk. 
The Clerk reported other general correspondence, highlighting certain 
items, which will be circulated electronically post meeting where 
electronic copies are available, and set out in appendix 2. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

13.0 Chair’s Announcements, Items for Future Agenda & Date of Next Meeting 
13.1 Chair’s announcements: to receive for information announcements from Chair 

and Members. 
None. 
 

13.2 Items for future agenda: to bring forward for information, items for consideration 
by the Clerk for future agendas. 
Members raised items for consideration by the Clerk as follows, 

• Clerk: road surfacing at entrance to recreation field 

• Clerk: bus shelter at the Co-op. 
 

13.3 Date of next meeting: 24th April 2025 at 7.30pm at Churchstoke & online. 
 

14.0 Confidential Session 
14.1 Resolution to Exclude the Public and Press: Under the Public Bodies 

(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (2) to resolve that members of the public and 
press be requested to leave the meeting by reason of the [specified] 
confidential nature of the business about to be transacted. 
The Clerk reported there being no confidential matters to be transacted it was 
not necessary to resolve that members of the public and press be requested to 
leave the meeting. 
 

14.2 Confidential Correspondence [confidential reason: data protection of 
individuals]: to receive, and resolve if desired, such other business or 
correspondence of a confidential nature as will be brought to the attention of 
the council by the Clerk. 
None. 

 
Meeting ended – 9.20pm. 
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Appendix 1: Other One Voice Wales/SLCC correspondence circulated post meeting 
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Appendix 2: General correspondence received circulated post meeting 

 

 


