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CYNGOR CYMUNED YR YSTOG 
CHURCHSTOKE COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 
E J Humphreys MA Oxf, BA(Hons) Community Governance, FSLCC 

Clerc i’r Cyngor | Clerk to the Council 
 

2 Rowes Terrace, Plough Bank, Montgomery, Powys, SY15 6QD. 

 
MINUTES of COUNCIL ORDINARY BUSINESS MEETING 

on Thursday 30th October 2025 at 7.30pm 
at Churchstoke Community Hall and remotely on Zoom-Pro platform. 

 
1.0 Welcome, Attendance, Apologies for Absence and Remote Meeting 

Etiquette: to record attendance, to receive, and resolve if desired, to approve 
absence(s), and to remind attendees to show civility and respect to all, 
throughout the meeting in line with the obligations of the Code of Conduct. 
 
Attendance at the hall: Cllr D Bebb, Cllr M J Jones (Chair), Cllr R K McLintock, 
Cllr B L Smith, Cllr C P Smith, Cllr D N Yapp. 
 
Attendance online: Cllr R K Steel, Cllr M A Whittall. 
 
The Chair welcomed all to the meeting, including a member of the public, and 
reminded attendees to show civility and respect to all throughout the meeting. 
 
Apologies for absence approved by Council: None. 
 
Apologies for absence received reported to Council: Cllr E Evans, Cllr J Jones. 
 
Apologies for absence received not reported to Council: None. 
 
Other Members Absent: Cllr A Richards. 
 
In attendance: E J Humphreys (Clerk to the Council). 
 

2.0 Declarations of Members’ Interests and Dispensations: to receive 
declarations of interest from Members in accordance with Part III of the Local 
Government Act 2000, which established the Local Government Code of 
Conduct for Members, and to note Members’ dispensations.  Members are 
asked to submit any declaration forms to the Clerk (papers 2a-b previously 
circulated). 
Members declared personal/ prejudicial interests at the start/ during the 
meeting as follows: 

Agenda 
Number 

Item Councillor Nature of Declaration 

None    

 
3.0 Public Participation: to receive members of the public who wish to address 

the council in respect of any item of business included in the agenda.  Any 
member of the public wishing to speak must notify the Clerk by email to 
clerk@churchstoke.org or telephone 01686-668790 or in person, no later than 
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15 minutes prior to the start of the meeting.  Members of the public addressing 
the council are asked to respect matters of confidentiality and privacy. 
 

4.0 Electoral & Governance Matters: Co-Option to Vacancy: Hyssington Ward: to 
receive expression(s) of interest, if any, and to resolve to co-opt to the vacancy. 
The Chair reminded Council of the vacancies remaining after the elections 5th 
May’22 and the Council’s Notice of Co-Option.  Members and the Clerk 
reported no further expressions of interest have been received. 
 

5.0 Minutes of Previous Meetings 
5.1 To approve & sign the minutes as a correct record of the Ordinary Business 

Meeting 25th September 2025 (paper 5.1 previously circulated). 
The minutes of the Ordinary Business Meeting 25th September 2025 were 
reviewed. 
 
RESOLVED 
The minutes of the Ordinary Business Meeting 25th September 2025 are 
approved and signed as a correct record. 
 

5.2 To report, for information purposes only, matters arising from the minutes of the 
Ordinary Business Meeting 25th September 2025. 
(8.0) Recreation: Recreation Field 
The Clerk reported that formalising arrangements with Berriew FC remains 
outstanding. 
 

5.3 To approve & sign the minutes as a correct record of the Planning Committee 
Meeting 16th October 2025 (paper 5.3 previously circulated). 
The minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting 16th October 2025 were 
reviewed. 
 
RESOLVED 
The minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting 16th October 2025 are 
approved and signed as a correct record. 
 

5.4 To report, for information purposes only, matters arising from the minutes of the 
Planning Committee Meeting 16th October 2025. 
(6.1) Planning Policy Consultation: Powys Replacement LDP (2022-2037) 
Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Needs. 
 

 
Cllr D Bebb withdrew from discussion on this item, being a member of the 
planning authority. 
 

 
Council received correspondence from the county councillor for the county 
ward of Trelystan and Trewern, challenging the accuracy and conclusions of 
CCC’s response to the consultation and requesting that CCC resubmit a 
response with no conclusions or comments on the Leighton sites.  Members 
supported the Clerk to reply in due course. 
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6.0 County Councillor & County Council Report: to welcome the local county 
councillor and to receive updates and exchange information on county council 
matters insofar as they affect the Churchstoke community as follows (paper 6 
previously circulated). 
Cty Cllr D Bebb referred members to his written report which highlighted, 

• School Transport changes update 

• Go Safe communications regarding excessive speeding and dangerous 
overtaking on the A489. 

 
7.0 Planning & Building Control 
7.1 Planning & Building Control General Correspondence: 

7.1.1 Planning Aid Wales: to receive, if any, the latest planning news and 
training opportunities (inc. paper 7.1.1a previously circulated). 
Council received latest news and training opportunities. 
 

7.1.2 To receive and circulate for information such other planning and 
building control correspondence as will be brought to the attention of 
the council by the Clerk. 
None. 

 
7.2 Powys CC Planning Decisions: to report notifications from Powys CC of 

planning decisions in the community council area, if any (papers 7.2a 
previously circulated. 
The Clerk reported notifications from Powys CC of planning decisions in the 
community council area as follows: 

Ref. Site Powys CC Decision 

25/1144/TRE Hafren Dyfrdwy Churchstoke Sps A490 Approve 

25/1307/TRE Halfpenny Cottage, 2 Bridgend Cottages Approve 

 
7.3 Planning Inspectorate Appeals: Notices of Appeals to receive & resolve 

responses to Notices of Planning Appeals including but not limited to those 
listed below.  Later Notices may be considered at the discretion of the Chair. 

Ref. Appellant Site Description 

None 

 
7.4 Pre-application Consultations by Developers: to receive & resolve responses to 

pre-application consultations by developers including but not limited to those 
listed below.  Later applications may be considered at the discretion of the 
Chair. 
The Chairman referred Council to the consultations. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC responds to pre-application consultations by developers as follows, 
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Ref. Applicant Site Description 

20251003 
 
(papers 7.4a-
h previously 
circulated) 

Amber Real Estate 
Investments Ltd, c/o 
Acorus Rural Property 
Services Ltd, Exeter 

Craigfryn/ 
Blaxlands, Snead 

Demolish and erect new 
poultry buildings and 
associated infrastructure 

    
The community council thanks the developer for the opportunity to comment at pre-
application stage.  It notes the plans as proposed and looks forward to commenting 
further at application consultation stage. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

7.5 Planning Applications: 
7.5.1 To receive, for information, representations regarding planning 

applications. 
None. 
 

7.5.2 To receive & resolve responses to consultations (full application(s) 
detail(s) at http://pa.powys.gov.uk/online-applications/?lang=EN) 
including but not limited to those listed below.  Later applications may 
be considered at the discretion of the Chair. 
The Chairman referred Council to the consultations. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC responds to consultation on planning applications as follows, 

Ref. Applicant Site Description rec. 

25/1343/HH Jamie & Dean Isaac – 
Welland, Church Pool 
Cottage, Old 
Churchstoke 

Church Pool 
Cottage, Old 
Churchstoke 

Erection of a detached 
garage 

S 

25/1374/HH Mr & Mrs Williams, 
Pentre, Aston View, 
Montgomery 

Aston View, Pentre, 
Montgomery 

Erection of a 
replacement 
outbuilding to 
accommodate ancillary 
use 

N* 

25/1465/FUL J Meddins & Co, 
Lynwood, 
Churchstoke 

Lynwood, 
Churchstoke 

Construction of an 
extension to an existing 
agricultural building 

S 

25/1492/RES Mr James Knight, 
Powys County 
Council Housing 
Services, County Hall, 
Llandrindod Wells 

Development At 
Land Adjoining Fir 
House, 
Churchstoke 

Reserved matters 
(appearance, 
landscaping, layout and 
scale) in respect of 
outline approval 
23/1795/REM for the 
erection of 38 social 
rent dwellings and 
associated works 

S* 

 
*25/1374/HH: CCC notes the application and echoes the comments of the 
highways authority that the outbuilding should remain as ancillary use and is 
not converted to separate dwelling or holiday accommodation 
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*25/1492/RES: CCC supports the application and comments, 

a) the southern two parking spaces are on the opposite side of a road to 
the corresponding houses, and this could present a hazard for safety of 
children 

b) there could be some planning gain for the village such as controlled 
pedestrian crossings in the A489 in the vicinity of Orchard Close 

c) that the southwest boundary bund could be reinforced to reduce the 
risk of land slip. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

7.6 Applications for Works to Trees Subject to Tree Preservation Order or in a 
Conservation Area – to receive & resolve responses to consultations including 
but not limited to those listed below.  Later applications may be considered at 
the discretion of the Chair. 

Ref. Applicant Site Description rec. 

None 

 
7.7 Planning Enforcement: 

7.7.1 From other bodies to CCC: to report for information, planning 
enforcement matters within the community as will be brought to the 
attention of the council by the Clerk. 
a) OPDE/22/0323 at Lynden: Council received information on case 

closure indicating, 

• 2 planning contravention notice was issued to the site owner 
requesting information regarding the use of the two static 
caravans to the rear of Lyndon House, Churchstoke 

• Site inspections were carried out on 3 different occasions since 
the registration of the complaint. The situation at the site had not 
changed on any of the visits 

• The owner confirmed the one caravan wasn’t being used and 
the second caravan was being used ancillary to the main house. 
This would be removed once renovation works were completed 
on the main house 

• As the caravans aren’t separated and remain ancillary to the 
main house within its garden area Officers don’t consider a 
breach of planning has occurred. 

 
Members reported the works to the house appear to have been 
completed some time ago and the caravans are still present 
notwithstanding the commitment they would be removed. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC will reply to the planning authority to inform the works to the 
house appear to be complete and the caravans are still present. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

7.7.2 From CCC to Powys CC: to report planning enforcement matters within 
the community. 
The Chair invited Members to bring forward planning enforcement 
matters within the community for the attention of the planning authority. 
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None. 
 

8.0 Representatives to Outside Bodies 
8.1 Vale of Montgomery Rural Cluster (VMRC): to receive feedback report from the 

meeting of VMRC 8th Oct’25 (Cllr M A Whittall) (paper 8.1 previously 
circulated). 
Cllr M A Whittall reported from the meeting 8th Oct’25 highlighting, 

• Biodiversity engagement event with stall and activities to be organised for 
a Saturday and/or Sunday in early June 2026 to coincide with Wales 
Sustainability Week, and a call-out to individuals and community groups to 
participate in an event planning meeting 5th Dec’25 

• Footpaths event to be planned with Powys County Council 

• Hiscox free training for councillors 

• Awaiting draft minutes of the meeting 

• Next meeting 14th January in Churchstoke. 
 

8.2 To receive reports for information, if any, from representatives to other outside 
bodies. 
None. 
 

9.0 Consultations & Engagements 
9.1 Democracy & Boundary Commission Cymru (DBCC): Draft Annual 

Remuneration Report 2026–27: to receive the consultation on the DBCC draft 
determinations for remuneration 2026-27, closing 18th Nov’25, to resolve 
whether to respond and, if so, to delegate the response to the Clerk after 
reference to a working party here elected. Members are referred especially to 
determinations which relate to Community & Town Councils (papers 9.1a-b) 
previously circulated). 
The Chair referred Council to the consultation.  The Clerk reported there are no 
changes to existing determinations for community & town councils. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC does not wish to submit a corporate response to the consultation. 
 

9.2 Powys CC: Sustainable Powys: to receive correspondence and resolve 
whether to add to existing representation through the Chair and Clerk (papers 
9.2a-b previously circulated. 
Council received an offer from Cty Cllr Sian Cox to meet with CCC to discuss 
‘Sustainable Powys’ work. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC will invite Cllr Sian Cox to a future meeting of CCC in December or 
January. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

10.0 Finance and Assets 
10.1 Finance Specific Correspondence: to circulate for information such financial 

correspondence, if any, as will be brought to the attention of the council by the 
Clerk. 
None. 
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10.2 Items Received Since Last Meeting: to report for information. 
The Clerk reported items received since the last meetings as follows: 

Payer Description £ 

NatWest Bank Gross interest Sep’25 30.20 

National Grid Wayleaves 64.29 

Total 94.49 

 
10.3 Items for Payment: to resolve to approve items for payment as follows. 

The Chair referred Members to the items listed for payment. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC authorises payments as follows: 

Chq Payee Description £ex vat £vat £total 

1735 
DT Ground 
Maintenance 

Ground maint Jul’25 1,470.00 294.00 1,764.00 

1736 
DT Ground 
Maintenance 

Ground maint Aug’25 1,470.00 294.00 1,764.00 

1737 
DT Ground 
Maintenance 

Ground maint Sep’25 1,470.00 294.00 1,764.00 

1738 
Royal British 
Legion 

Poppy appeal donation 
2025 

100.00 0.00 100.00 

1739 Powys CC Cemetery bins Sep’25 24.56 0.00 24.56 

1740 Powys CC Rec Field bin Sep’25 20.20 0.00 20.20 

Total authorised for payment 4,554.76 882.00 5,436.76 

To report (gross) IRPW determinations to be paid to Members 

1741 R K McLintock 
Allowances 1st Apr-30th 
Sep’25 

104.25 0.00 104.25 

1742 R K Steel 
Allowance consumables 
31st Jul-30th Sep’25 

8.83 0.00 8.83 

To report items previously authorised for payment 

1743 E J Humphreys Clerk net salary Oct’25 As employment contract 

Action – Clerk to process 
 
CCC reports to the grounds contractor there appears to be an uncut strip along 
the edge of the recreation field side closest to the community hall. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

10.4 Financial Balances: Consolidated Bank Balances: to report consolidated 
balances to date after transfers, receipts & payments. 
The Clerk reported on gross, ring-fenced funds & net available bank balances 
as follows: 

Item Current acc. £ Reserve acc. £ 

Gross balances 1,000.00 24,482.70 

Less consolidated ring-fenced funds 0.00 7,289.07 

Net balances available 1,000.00 17,193.63 

 
11.0 Highways & Rights of Way 
11.1 Highways: to receive for information notifications & diversion maps for works 

already actioned or to be actioned. 
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Council received information notifications & diversion maps for works already 
actioned or to be actioned as follows (previously circulated) as follows, 
11.1.1 Powys CC: Emerg closure C2146 Chirbury 6-8 Oct'25 (papers 11.1.1a-b) 
11.1.2 Powys CC: Emerg closure U2709 Old Churchstoke 14-16 Oct'25 (papers 

11.1.2a-b 

 
11.2 Highways: to receive for information such other items of highways and rights of 

way correspondence as will be brought be brought to the attention of the 
council by the Clerk. 
None. 
 

11.3 Rights of Way: to receive for information such items of rights of way 
correspondence, if any, as will be brought be brought to the attention of the 
council by the Clerk. 
None. 
 

11.4 Reports from CCC to Powys CC/ Shropshire Council: to report and resolve if 
desired, highways/ rights of way maintenance matters, if any. 
The Chair invited Members to bring forward matters for the attention of the 
highways authorities. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC reports for the attention of the highways authorities as follows, 
a) A490 at Shiregrove Bridge: traffic control lights are unreliable and appear to 

be often stuck on red in both directions 
b) C2055 Hall Bank: road subsidence near to the Stilt House. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

12.0 Correspondence, Feedback and Invitations 
12.1 One Voice Wales (OVW)/ Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) 

12.1.1 OVW: Montgomeryshire Area Committee 14th Oct’25: to report from the 
remote meeting of the committee (Cllr M J Jones) (paper 12.1.1). 
CCC’s representative to the area committee, Cllr M J Jones, reported 
that he was unable to attend. 
 

12.1.2 OVW Section 6 Duty: to receive details on free Section 6 Report writing 
on-line workshops and to resolve on up to two Members to attend a 
workshop (papers 12.1.2). 
Council received details of Environment (Wales) Act 2015 S6 duty 
workshops. 
 
RESOVED 
CCC authorises attendance at report writing on-line workshops for up 
to two Members to attend a workshop on a first come basis. 

Action – Members to inform Clerk 
 

12.1.3 OVW: Practice and guidance notes: to receive (papers 12.1.3a-b) 
a) Practice Note 7: Attendance by Members: The 6-month rule 
b) Model Concerns & Complaints Policy. 
Council received the practice and guidance notes and the Clerk 
recommended CCC adopt a concerns and complaints policy based on 
the model from OVW. 
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RESOLVED 
CCC asks the Clerk to draft a concerns and complaints policy for 
adoption at a future meeting. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

12.1.4 To receive and circulate for information such other items of OVW/ 
SLCC correspondence as will be brought be brought to the attention of 
the council by the Clerk. 
The Clerk reported other OVW/SLCC correspondence, highlighting 
certain items, which will be circulated electronically post meeting where 
electronic copies are available, and set out in appendix 1. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

12.2 General Correspondence 
12.2.1 Powys CC: Governance: Code Of Conduct Training: to receive 

information from the county council Standards Committee Community 
Sub-Committee of increased cost of the training recording to £60 and to 
resolve, on the town clerk’s recommendation, to continue with the 
purchase. 
Council received information that the estimated cost is £60, and the 
Clerk reminded that CCC has resolved to receive the training at £30 
and recommended that CCC continue with the purchase. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC will continue with the purchase, now at £60. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

12.2.2 Powys Teaching Health Board (PTHB): North Powys Wellbeing 
Programme: to receive notes from meeting with Third and Public Sector 
Partners 12th Aug’25 (paper 12.2.2). 
Council received the final notes.  The Clerk reported the next meeting 
Third and Public Sector Partners is moved from 22nd Oct’25 to 10th 
Nov’25 and a meeting for community & town council is arranged for 4th 
Nov’25 at 5pm. 
 

12.2.3 Welshpool Town Council: Public Space Protection Orders (PSPO): to 
receive information that Welshpool Town Council has resolved to lobby 
Powys County Council to introduce a county-wide PSPO covering all 
designated sports grounds in Powys, prohibiting dogs (except 
assistance dogs) from entering such areas and to resolve whether CCC 
wishes to spend resource on supporting the initiative (paper 12.2.3 
previously circulated). 
Council received from Welshpool Town Council that Public Space 
Protection Orders (PSPO) have expired, and Welshpool Town Council 
has resolved to lobby Powys County Council to introduce a county-wide 
PSPO covering all designated sports grounds in Powys, prohibiting 
dogs (except assistance dogs) from entering such areas. 
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RESOLVED 
CCC supports in part the lobby of Powys County Council for public 
space protection orders but only insofar as anti-dog-fouling and not the 
prohibition of dogs. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

12.2.4 To receive and circulate for information such other items of general 
correspondence as will be brought be brought to the attention of the 
council by the Clerk. 
The Clerk reported other general correspondence, highlighting certain 
items, which will be circulated electronically post meeting where 
electronic copies are available, and set out in appendix 2. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

13.0 Chair’s Announcements, Items for Future Agenda & Date of Next Meeting 
13.1 Chair’s announcements: to receive for information announcements from Chair 

and Members. 
a) Chairman: informed that he will be attending Remembrance Sunday 9th 

Nov’25 and lay a wreath on behalf of the community 
b) Cllr B L Smith: urged residence to report streetlamp failures to the county 

council 
c) Cllr D N Yapp: reported the work which CCC has commissioned for 

resurfacing of the entrance road to the recreation field has been undertaken. 
 

13.2 Items for future agenda: to bring forward for information, items for consideration 
by the Clerk for future agendas. 
a) Concerns and Complaints Policy. 
 

13.3 Date of next meeting 27th Nov’25’, 7.30pm, at Churchstoke & online. 
 

14.0 Confidential Session 
14.1 Resolution to Exclude the Public and Press: Under the Public Bodies 

(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (2) to resolve that members of the public and 
press be requested to leave the meeting by reason of the [specified] 
confidential nature of the business about to be transacted. 
 
RESOLVED 
Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (2) CCC resolves 
that members of the public and press be requested to leave the meeting by 
reason of the [specified] confidential nature of the business about to be 
transacted. 
 

14.2 Confidential Correspondence [confidential reason: data protection of 
individuals]: to receive, and resolve if desired, such other business or 
correspondence of a confidential nature as will be brought to the attention of 
the council by the Clerk. 
None. 

 
Meeting ended – 9.10pm. 
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Appendix 1: One Voice Wales/ SLCC correspondence circulated post meeting 
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Appendix 2: General correspondence received circulated post meeting 
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